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11 Mishnas Sofrim

Foreword to
Mlshnas Sofrim

When the history of our generation is written a special chapter will
certainly be devoted to that unique breed of Bnei Torah who not only
overcame the handicap of a late start but even went on to share their learning
with others. The siyato dishmayo which enabled them to accomplish so
much Torah growth in so short a time also endowed them with the courage
and ability to become teachers of their people.

This English translation of the Chofetz Chaim’s “Mishnas Sofrim”
therefore takes on the significance of a historical milestone. Its translator,
Yonah Vogel, began his Torah studues at Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem after
his university years and continued them after his marriage as a member of
the kollel in the Ohr Somayach community in Zichron Yaakov. His Halocho
shiur to newcomers at the Yeshiva marked his first attempt to share his -
Torah with others and the present work is an ambitious effort to bring the
Mishna Beruroh’s laws on the writing of Tefillin to the broad public in need
of an English translation to aid them in understanding these vital and
complicated rules.

Although the Chofetz Chaim incorporated his Mishnas Sofrim into the
Laws of Tefillin its contents are equally crucial for anyone who wishes to
ascertain the kashrus of a Sefer Torah or a Mezuza. This translation is thus
of value both to the layman concerned with the validity of the sacred writings
with which he serves his Creator and to the budding Sofer anxious to learn

the rules of the sacred art of Sofrus.
Why have Yonah and so many of his colleagues of the returning

generation become involved with Sofrus both as an area of specialized study

- and as a profession? Analysts of the general phenomenon they represent
offer a number of explantions: the mystical attraction of the sacred letters
and words which offer a rare combination of spiritual, intellectual and
esthetic satisfaction; the opportunity to earn a livelihood while doing
something of spiritual significance; the flexibility of the Sofer’s work
schedule which allows him to go on spending a substantial part of his time
involved in Torah studies.

All of these explanations are true on a conscious level but I would suggest
one more on a subconscious level. The young Jew who has succeeded in
overcoming so many obstacles to his becoming a Ben Torah is more anxious
than any other student of Torah to reach out to others. The vital ingredient
in the success of Ohr Somayach and the score of institutions and programs it
has inspired is this ambition of former students to pass on to others what
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they were privileged to receive from their dedicated teachers. Writing
Tefillin, Sifrei Torah and Mezuzos may represent the most tangible and most
accessible form of translating skill and dedication into an impact on the lives
of other Jews.

~ Itis therefore a particular pleasure for me to invite the public to read and
study this work of one of our beloved veteran students. The accuracy of the
translation has been carefully checked and approved by Rav Osher Reich,
Rosh Kollel of Ohr Somayach in Zichron Yaakov. The language and style are
geared to the modern reader while remaining absolutely faithful to the
Hebrew text.

In his opening remarks in the Mishnas Sofrim the Chofez Chaim notes
that if G-d fearing people spend great sums of money in securing the most
beautiful Battim for Tefillin they should take even more care in strictly
observing the laws regarding the inside of the Tefillin, i.e., the Parshios. Only
if a Sofer works carefully with the understanding that his work is Meleches
Shomayim — holy work — can this be assured.

Yona Vogel is to be congratulated for this Meleches Shomayim — a
carefully and skillfully created holy work which will hopefully help
thousands of Jews to gain a better understanding of these important laws
which affect our daily life. I pray that the siyato dishmayo which has enabled
Yona and his wife to develop a beautiful Torah family and has endowed him
with the ability to complete this work will continue to inspire him to produce
other works which will enrich this and future generations.

Rabbi Mendel Weinbach
Dean
Ohr Somayach Institutions



Preface

The Mishnas Sofrim is a halachic guide explaining how to write the letters
of the Ashuris script which is used to write Sifrei Torah, Tefillin and
Mezuzos. It is part of the monumental work of the Mishna Berura which
serves as the major authoritative code of Jewish law today in daily religious
affairs. Its author, the Chofetz Chaim, is known as one of the greatest Torah
sages of the late 1800’s and early 1900’s in Europe.

The project of translating the Mishnas Sofrim into English was
undertaken in response to the difficulty encountered by so many studentsin
understanding the original text. This difficulty stems from the fact that
Hebrew is not their mother-tongue, and is compounded by the complicated
nature of the -material. The Chofetz Chaim himself writes, in his
Introduction to the Mishna Berura, that to truly understand the laws of
Tefillin one must devote more time to their study than to most other sections
of Orach Chaim.

The translation includes the complete text of the Mishnas Sofrim as well
as a condensed form of the Bi'ur Halacha and Shar Hatzion. Numerous
illustrations have been added for the sake of clarity. Also, the text has been
structured to allow for easier comprehension and cross-reference study.

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the Roshei Yeshiva
of Ohr Somayach under whose guidance and support I have grown in Torah.
May Hashem grant them continued strength and success in revealing the
light and warmth of Torah to a new generation of 1Y

Also, I would like to express my appreciation to my Rosh Kollel, Rav Osher
Reich, and to Rav Yehuda Rottenberg, Rav Moshe Arye Weinstein and Rav
N’sanel Yosef for their invaluable aid in the preparation of this work. May
Hashem grant them and their families with an abundance of blessings.

I am especially appreciative to my mother,- »nnw , for her immeasurable
support in helping to bring this book about.

Finally, I would like to express my heart-felt gratitude to my wife,
Tsippora, ~nnw , for her limitless devotion to keep a home based on the
ideals of Torah.

This translation is not to be viewed as authoratative halacha. Its purpose is
to provide the student of sofrus with an aid to the study of the original
Hebrew text.
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A Brief Summary of
the Laws of

Shelo K’sidran?

Tefillin and Mezuzos must be written in the same order as they
appear in the Torah?. The writing of a later paragraph, word or even a
letter before an earlier one is considered Shelo K'sidran and renders the
Tefillin or Mezuza Possul — invalid.

The rule of Shelo K'sidran does not apply in the formation of any
single letter. For example, to form the letter Tzadi — which consists of
a Yud and a Nun e, ™ — one may either draw the Yud first and
then the Nun or vice versa. Similarly, if one writes a portion of a letter
(which does not establish the letter as halachically recognizable) and
then writes the preceding letter, it is permissible to return and
complete the first-started letter. (For example, if one needs to write the
word x: and he first writes the Alef without its upper Yud — the
essential top right-hand section b — and before completing it, he
writes the Bais '[N gmg it is permissible to complete the Alef afterward
by adding its upper Yud TN -*

However, if one writes a Yud without its lower left Uketz »9 or an
Alef, Ayin or Shin and the like without connecting their Yud to the rest
of the letter (and the letter is fully (halachically) recognizable although
not yet finished) N J,’- V{ to afterwards write a preceding letter
would be considered Shelo K’'sidran*. Certainly, if the letter is only
lacking Tagim or other parts which are not essential to its Kashrus, it
would be prohibited to afterwards write a preceding letter. (For
example, if one needs to write the word T: and before writing the
Bais, he writes the Nun without its three Tagim , it would be
prohibited to return to write the Bais T = for the Nun was Kosher even
without Tagim.)

/Note: There are Sofrim who err in the rule of Shelo K'sidran in
matters of Torah law as a result of lack of knowledge. They think Shelo
K'sidran applies only when one makes a correction after having
completed a set of Parshios, and as a result, they correct, while first
writing the Parsha, previously-written letters. However, the din is,
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that immediately upon writing a letter, a preceding letter may not be
corrected unless it already is fully (halachically) recognizable. To
prevent the possibility of error the Sofer should be careful not to
correct any letter after he has written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos,
unless the Poskim explicitly allow it.

The above halachos apply if the correction is made through writing
and certainly if it is made through erasure, where in addition, the
possibility of Chok Tochos exists (see section on Chok Tochos) even if
no letter has been written after the letter in question. Therefore, one
must know all the details of the rule of Chok Tochos.

The Chayei Adam writes that as a preventative measure against
Chok Tochos, he would come to an agreement with his Sofer that no
metal (cutting or scraping blades) would come in contact with the
parchment. Although the advice of the Chayei Adam is very sound, it
only acts as a safeguard against Chok Tochos. A mistake in Shelo
K'sidran, however, can only be prevented if the Sofer works slowly,
with the understanding that his work is Meleches Shamayim — holy
work — and does not raise his hard from any letter until it is completed
according to the halacha.

I have seen G-d-fearing people who spend great sums or money on
the making and perfecting of their Tefillin, purchasing them from
expert Sofrim who make beautiful Battim_ which conform to the
strictest laws and ‘happy is their lot’. Even more care, though, mustbe
taken to strictly observe the laws regarding the inside of the Tefillin,
namely the Parshios.

The Sofer should write all of the letters correctly, according to all
their individual halachic specifications. To accomplish this, he must be
an expert in the laws of writing the letters and must write with great
deliberation, for even if one letter is not written according to the
halacha, the entire Tefillin is rendered Possul®./

If a letter lacks Tagim or a Yud is written without its left Uketz *?
one may make the necessary corrections even after having written
further, because the letter is already fully recognizable (although not
yet finished). Even though a Yud without its left Uketz is Possul,
according to the opinion of Rabenu Tam,and there are Poskim who
maintain that the absence of Tagim® renders a letter Possul, it is
permissible to correct the letter even in Tefillin and Mezuzos’.

Similarly, it is permissible to erase erroneous points of contact
between two letters even after having written further as long as the
appearance of the letters involved has not been altered by the
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connection.
Also, if there is a slight break between the Yudim of the Alef, Shin or

Ayin and the body of the letterh o g ;’ or between the roof of

the Bais, Daled or Tav and its legd . -ﬂand a child who is
neither a Chochom nor a Tipeish reads the letter correctly (thus
showing that the break in the letter did not cause a change in its
halachic appearance) it would be permissible to correct the letter by
joining its disconnected parts even after having written further.

However, this is only true if the break is not immediately
recognizable, for if it is, correction after having written further would
be Shelo K’sidran and thereby prohibited, even if a child reads the letter
correctly, since it is obvious to us — because of the wide break — that
the letter does not have its correct appearance (Pri Megaddim). The
Gaon Rabbi Akiva Eiger argues on this point and permits the break to
be repaired®®.

The previous law is only applicable if the break in the letter does not
make it look like a different letter or two different letters. However, if,
for example, the left leg of a Ches is slightly separated from its roof
and, as result, the letter appears as a Heh *'-r or if there is a split
between the two main sections of a Tzadi, causing it to appear as a Nun
and a Yud ;" . even if the break is not immediately recognizable and a
child reads the letter correctly, according to the Pri Megaddim, the
letter is Possul and correction afterwards would be Shelo K'sidran. In a
shas had’chak — time of dire need — one would be allowed to make a
correction afterwards!°.

A general principle in the rule of Shelo K’sidran is that it only applies
if one writes a letter and not if one erases or extends a letter. For
example, if one mistakenly adds a Vav to the word I'avosecho between

the Bais and the Tav ~N1=K it is permissible to erase the
Vav and extend the Bais ! to fill in the gap. Granted, that by stretching
the Bais one is actually writing, however since the Bais was always
Kosher this writing has no halachic effect (eliminating the possibility
of Shelo K’sidran)'2.

However, if originally a Bais had the appearance.of a Nun K'fufa,
stretching it to give it the appearance of a Bais : : after having
written further would be considered Shelo K’sidfan whether it was
first drawn as a Nun or whether only later it was altered to appear as a
Nun?,
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Sometimes, even the writing of one dot may be considered Shelo
K’sidran. For example, if one writes, by mistake, a Reish instead of‘a
Daled, squaring off the Reish to make it appear as a ﬂnmamdm
Daled after having written further, would be Shelo K'sidran.

In summary, any letter which does not, at present, conform to its
particular halachic requirements may not be corrected after having
written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos. If one does return and add even

a dot to fulfil these requirements, he violates the rule of Shelo K'sidran
and the Parsha is Possul.



i

19 Mishnas Sofrim

Laws on the Subject
of Chok Tochos

Chok Tochos is defined as carving the form of a letter from a block of
ink or validating a Possul letter through erasure. In Tefillin and
Mezuzos?, if one forms a letter by means of Chok Tochos, the entire
Parsha is invalidated. Even if just the lower left Uketz of a Yud
is finished through erasure, it is Possul since without this Uketz
the letter is not Kosher.

Chok Tochos is the opposite of Shelo K'sidran, for under the latter
rule one is allowed to erase or extend a section of a letter, while in Chok
Tochos.if the form of the letter is completed solely through erasure,
then even if it is subsequently extended, it is Possul.

As an example of Chok Tochos, if a drop of ink falls into the hollow

of a Bais, ruining its appearance’ g, it would be prohibited to erase the
drop ink

drop of ink. /Even if a child reads the letter as a Bais, it would be of no
consequence, as long as we see clearly that it has lost its correct
appearance®. /Even if one subsequently extends the roof and the leg of
the Bais~:: ==l in an attempt to complete the letter through
writing, the letter would remain Possul, for even without this
extension the letter had already regained its correct appearance

through erasure
Similarly, if one writes, by mistake, a Ches ﬁ in place of two
Zayinim, it would be prohibited to erase the slanted roof of the Ches to
f‘

create two Zayinim T T"T Tfor they would have been formed through

erasure alone. Rather one must erase part of each Zayin (as well as the

slanted roof) until each one loses its correct form- - = mand then
érase

recomplete them. This is permitted as long as one has not written

further in Tefillin and Mezuzos.
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A Brief Summary of

the Laws of Mukaf
Gvilt

At the outset of writing Tefillin and Mezuzos? there must be whole,
blank parchment — Mukaf G'vil — bordering each letter on all sides,
(i.e., the parchment — klaf — on which the Sofer plans to write should
be: (a) whole, without splits, tears or holes? and (b) clear of all writing
and stray marks). Even the left Uketz of the Yud requires Mukaf G'vil.

While actually writing a letter the Sofer must be careful not to make
a connection with another letter, whether it be with the body of the

letter, ' ‘:, or with its Tagim heven if this connection does not
change the'appearance of either letter. If, while in the process of
writing a letter, the Sofer extends it after it is already considered

Kosher, he must still avoid contact with another letter m m

The Sofer must be careful not to extend a letter next to the edge of
the klaf. (Special care must be taken when writing the first line in
Tefillin and Mezuzos, where only a minimal amount of space is allotted
for the height of each letter.) The need for Mukaf G'vilin all these cases
is a Torah requirement?®.

Mukaf G'vil is required even within the letter®. (For example,
adjacent to the interior walls of the letter Bais, there must be whole
blank klaf 4] at the time of writing)and we should follow the strict
opinion which maintains that even if there is a lack of Mukaf G’vil on
one side within the letter ho,;’[a it is Possul’.

All ‘the previously-mentioned laws apply only at the outset of
writing. However, if after writing a letter, a hole develops in the klaf
next to it, it is Kosher even if the hole is located on the outside of the
letter.

Nevertheless, if one can erase to create Mukaf G’vil he must do so.
For example, in a case where a hole deve]ops on the wide stroke of a
letter (eg, next to the roof of a Bais, ) one must erase part of the
thickness of the roof adjacent to the hole to re-establish Mukaf G'vil

=‘a
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(However, if a hole develops next to a narrow stroke in a letter, for
example, the vertical line in the letter Bais . :* , the letter is
Kosher as no correction is possible. This is because in order to re-
establish Mukaf G'vil, part of this stroke would have to be erased
which would, in turn, ruin the appearance of the letter mum - - To
add ink afterward in Tefillin and Mezuzos would be prohibited by the
rule of Shelo K'sidran.)

One may erase® to establish Mukaf G’vil even after having written
further in Tefillin and Mezuzos, and even if the letter was originally
written without Mukaf G'vil eg., next to a hole or joined to another
letter®, '

(Nevertheless, in a case where two letters are joined together,
erasure is only permitted if both letters retain their correct appearance.
Otherwise, erasing the connection would be considered Chok Tochos.

See the section on Chok Tochos.)
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The Letter
Alef

1. The upper right-hand head
should be:

a) written similar to the shape of -
a Yud 1 and have a small Uketz
placed on it 2;

b) slanted slightly upward 3.

2. The leg of the Yud 4 should be
connected to the center of the
diagonal line of the Alef 5.

3. The lower end of the diagonal should bend slightly
upward 6 R‘ , L’chatchila.

4. The lower head of the Alef 7 should:

a) be written similar to the shape of a Yud and have an
Uketz protruding downward from the right side 8
L’chatchila*(*) (as in an actual Yud),,N.

b) be suspended from the diagonal line of the Alef by means
of its Tag 9 .

c) be situated 1!/, kulmusim below the top of the diagonal
10 .

*(According to the Ari Zal the lower head of the Alef should
be written as a small reverse Daled ..N J)

S. The Uketz onthe upper Yud should be drawn directly
across from the Uketz on the lower Yud

6. The preceding laws were taken from the Bais Yosef.
It appears that he does not consider it necessary to draw an
Uketz on the left-hand corner of the upper Yud R

However, according to the Pri Megaddim?, L’chatchila,
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the upper Yud should be drawn with a left Uketz, similar
to an actual Yud.

7. 1f the upper or lower Yud touches the diagonal line more
than required at its point of contact, so that the head of the
Yud is no longer recognizable, i.e., it is now a straight line

, the letter is Possul. The same din applies for the
Yudim (the heads which are drawn in the shape of Yud) of
the Shin, Ayin, Peh and Tzadi and the left heads of the Ayin
and Tzadi wnich are drawn as Zayinim (in the shape of a
Zayin)? i.e., if they touch the body of the letter more than

required at their point of contact
the letter is Possul. w !, D 3
‘a) If one has not yet written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos

he may create the appearance of a Yud by adding ink to the
existing straight line ¥

b) See the Shulchan Aruch in Szman 32 at the end of Se'iff
18 for the halachos of repairing letters through erasure.
8. If tl;e upper or lower Yud is separated from the diagonal
line N vx the Alef is Possul. See Siman 32, Se'iff 25.
Biur Halacha

* L'chatchila — The reader should know that in various places in the Mishnas Sofrim
and inthe Shar Hatzion 1 did not explain whether the law :s L'chatchilaor B di‘eved for
one of three reasons. The first is that the particular law in question is obvious as to
whether it is L'chatchila or B'di’eved. The second is that there are cases where the law
is dependent upon the circumstances, sometimes being L'chatchila and sometimes
Bidi'eved. For instance, where it is written that one should write a letter so and so in
order that the next letter can be placed in close proximity to it, it is obvious that if this
instruction is not followed and as a result of the break between the two letters the word
appears as two separate words it would be Possul. Yet, if this letter is situated at theend
of a word it would be Kosher Bi'di’eved. (For example, if one writes the word

Ty

and overextends the
leg of the Ayi

in'causing the Reish to be drawn at a distance from the Ayin to an-extent
that the word is divided into two sections, it is Possul. On the other hand, if the Ayin is
situated at the end of a word, as in » even
though the leg of the Ayin is longer than required it does not alter the appearance of the
word and is Kosher Bi'di’eved.) There are many cases similar to this and [ did not want
to unduly lengthen the text so I did not elaborate. Thirdly, sometimes 1 too was in
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doubt and I left the issue as is, without further explanation. Therefore, one should r.1ot
be overly lenient in these cases (the third category) nor overly strict, thereby causing
others financial loss, unless he has clear proof for his decision.

Shar Hatzion o
(*) L’chatchila — This is because we only need to draw this part of the Alef similar to

the shape of a Yud.
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The Letter
Bais

1. One should be extremely
careful to square both the upper
and lower corners on the right-
hand side of the Bais 1 so that it
should not appear as a Chaf. In a
case of doubt m3e . the letter
should be shown to a child who is
neither a Chuchum — very
intelligent — nor a Tipeish — unintelligent. (See Glossary)
(If the child reads the letter as a Chaf it is Possul).

2. The din in a case where a Bais is drawn square at the
bottom and round at the top . is still undetermined and
therefore one should not be lenient”.

3. L’chatchila, the roof of the Bais should have a small Tag
on its left-hand corner 2 (pointing upward) and a small
Uketz on its right-hand corner slanting toward the Alef 3.
/The Talmud Yerushalnii in Meseches Chagiga asks the
question, “Why does the Bais have two Uketzim, one at the
front and one at the back?”” The Gemara answers, ‘It is
because they ask the letter Bais, Who created you? And it
shows them with its front Uketz — which points upward-
(that G-d above created it). Then they ask, What is His
name? And it shows them with its rear Uketz, which is
directed toward the Alef’ (which has the numerical value of
one) meaning that One is His name, i.e., He, G-d, is alone
and above all else./

4. The Bais is composed of two letters, a Daled and a Vav
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with the Daled being drawn into the neck of the Vav to
complete the Bais™]+" + =+l

Therefore, the Bais must be drawn with:

a) a square upper right-hand corner (similar to a Daled)
and

b) asizeable Eikev below(*) (in place of the head of a Vav) 4.
S. The length as well as the width of the Bais should be
three kulmusim 5.

6. The hollow (center) of the Bais should be one kulmus
wide 6.

7. In a case where a Bais is drawn short : : : and a
child reads it as a Nun K'fufa, it appears that one should
follow the strict ruling (and declare the letter Possul)*. One
would not be allowed to lengthen the letter to form a Bais
after having written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos because
of the rule of Shelo K'sidran®.

Biur Halacha ]

* Not be lenient — This is the opinion of the Pri Mc¢gaddim. Rabenu Yeruchom, on the
other hand, maintains that it is only essential that the Bais be square on the lower
right-hand corner : . Therefore, if a child reads the letter as a Bais it is possible
that one would be allow;d to correct it by adding ink (to square off the upper right-
hand corner) in Tefillin and Mczuzos without a problem of Shelo K'sidran.

Shar Hatzion
(") Eikev below — An Eikev is only required L'chatchila for the Chosom Sofer in

Siman 265, says that a Bais without an Eiker =‘ is not Possul since it is not
rounded like a Chaf :‘ It is apparent from this statement that a Bais with a
rounded lower right-hand corner = is Possul. Rabenu Yeruchom also

appears to be of the opinion that the Kashrus is dependent on the shape of the lower
right hand corner.
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The Letter
Gimel

1. L’chatchila, the body of the
Gimel should be drawn as a
Zayin(*) 1 (i.e., its head should
pass over both sides of its leg ;
2). (Similarly, the left heads of all
the letters of Shatnez Gatz

LIPITIVY P

should be drawn as Zayinim.)
2. The head of the Gimel should be (1 kulmus) wide 3.
3. The right leg should be: a) a thin line 4; b) extended
slightly lower down than the left leg 5.
4. The left leg of the Gimel should be drawn:
a) close to the right leg 3 and not on a large slant A
b) level 6 and slightly raised 7 toward the left 4, and not
bent* downward “'& .

S. The connecting bar 8 should be wide enough m‘; - ij-o\mto

ensure a firm connection between the two legs, for the
Gimel should appear similar to a Nun K’'fufa k

6. The left leg should be drawn low so that another letter
can be drawn beside the head of the Gimelmﬂ'nj y= o
(Today, the Sofrim are accustomed to slant the right leg
toward the right to accomplish the same purpose ﬁX)
7. Three Tagim should be placed on the head of the Gimel
98,

8. I1f the left leg is drawn straight into the right leg without
a connecting bar ! (itis Possul). Oneis only required
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to erase the left leg 5 before rewriting the Gimel®.

Biur Halacha
* Not bent — The din B'di’eved in a case where the left leg is bent downward .‘
is still undetermined. Nevertheless, it is permitted to straighten it even in Tefillin and

Mezuzos. Also, if the right legis drawn tothe same level as theleftleg g\ itmaybe
corrected afterward in Tefillin and Mezuzos, similar to the case of a Chaf P’shuta with
a. square c~rner which the Pri Megadim permits to correct

1 1 after having written further in Tefillin and
add

Mezuzos.

Shar Hatzion
(*) Zayin 5 The Pri Megaddim maintains that if the left head of a Tes is not written as

a Zayin “ it is still Kosher. The same din applies here as well, i.e., if the head of
the Gimel is written as a Vaw n it is Kosher.
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The Letter
Daled

1. The roof of the Daled should
be (3 kulmusim) long 1 and havea
small Tag placed on its left-hand
corner 2.
2. The leg of the Daled should be
drawn:
a) short 3 (max. 2 kulmusim) to
avoid resemblance to a Chaf
P'shuta. If it is drawn longer than the roof 3
and a child does not call it a Daled, it is Possul.
b) slanting slightly toward the right 4 -="
L’chatchila. incorcect  corret
3. The upper right-hand corner of the Daled should be
distinctly square to avoid resemblance to a Reish. In a case
of doubt ™} ,..™, = if achild does not read itasa Dated
it is Possul.
4. L’chatchila, the roof of the Daled should extend past its
leg toward the right side 5 ™ . This extension is called an
Eikev and is required because the Daled is meant to look like
two Vavim perpendicularly connected 1Y=""f - "%
The Eikev is in the place of the head of the first Vav and the
Uketz on the left-hand side of the roof is in place of the head
of the second Vav.
5. If the leg of a Daled is only the length of a Yud
O it is Kosher'?, (See letter Tav, number 9.)
6. If one writes, by mistake, a Heh in place of a Daled, it is
prohibited by the rule of Chok Tochos to create the form of a

chaf
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Daled by erasing the left leg alone HH ¥ This is so
even if afterward one extends the roof further to the left
2o ™™ /for one must first invalidate the Daled
before rewriting it. See number 7 /.
7. There are two alternative ways to correctly rewrite the
Daled (before having written further in Tefillin and
Mezuzos). Either one can:
a) erase a section of the roof until only the shape of a Vav
remains 7,V 4V , (then erase the left leg ,, V) and
afterward recomplete the Daled through writing * 1 b 1
or,
b) erase both the right and left legs, making sure not to
leave the right leg the lengthof a Yud »t ™ (see number
5 above. If the length of a Yud does remain this erasure
would constitute Chok Tochos) and then recomplete the
Daled through writing &% ™ L
In both (a) and (b) the letter is invalidated, as required,
before being rewritten as a Daled.
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The Letter
1 Heh

1. L’chatchila, a small Tag
should be placed on the left-hand
corner of the roof 1.

2. The upper right-hand corner
should be drawn square 2,
L’chatchila, like a Daled ﬂ and
not round like a Reish ™.

3. One need not add an Eikev 3 to the roof of the Heh as is
necessary (L’chatchila) in the letter Daled. (Today, the
Sofrim are accustomed to draw the Heh with an Eikev. See
the L'vush.)

4. The Nikuda 4 — left leg of the Heh written as an
inverted Yud — should be drawn:

a) inside the letter on the lower left-hand corner .
b) far enough removed from the roof 5 so that an average-
sighted person could easily recognize the break between the

Nikuda and the roof in a Sefer Torah which is placed on the
bima (S 6

correct incorrect

5. The slightest connection between the Nikuda and the

roof ’ﬂ renders the Heh Possul'? even though a child may
read it as a Heh .

6. On the other hand, there should not, L’chatchila, be a

space of more than one kulmus between the Nikuda and the
roof

& Vincorreat ®
7. 1f the Nikuda is drawn below the middle of the roof, the

Heh is Possul ™\ . There are three different methods of
correcting the P’sul depending on the time and place of the
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error:
a) If one had not yet written further (in Tefillin and
Mezuzos at the time he realized his mistake) the Nikuda
may be erased and redrawn below the left end of the roof, as
required.

b) If one had already written further and this method of
correction would constitute Shelo K’sidran it is permissible
to erase the roof until it is in alignment with the Nikuda
i SR

c¢) In a case where even this method of correction is not
available, e.g., where the Heh is located in the middle of a
word and erasure of the roof would divide the word into two
sections H*"ﬂ the Heh is Kosher as is, without
correction,

8. The Nikuda of the Heh should be written as follows:
a) L’chatchila, it should be narrow on top 6 and wide at the
bottom 7 similar to an inverted Yud.

b) Also L’chatchila, it should slant downward a little 8
toward the right and not toward the left, lest the Heh appear
asaTav,u ¥ 2 VeV

c) The height of the Nikuda must be at least equal to that of
a Yud with its lower right Uketz 44} . Shorter than this
) is not acceptable even B’di’eved . The Sofrim must be
made aware of this din for they often fail to draw the
Nikuda the correct height.

9. If the Nikuda is drawn smaller than required and a child
reads the letter as a Heh one may lengthen it even in Tefillin
and Mezuzos without a problem of Shelo K’sidran.

/Note: This din is similar to the decision of the Pri
Megaddim concerning a Chaf P'shuta which was
mistakenly drawn square instead of round on its upper
right-hand corner. Even though the letter is Possul as is, the
Pri Megaddim permits one to round off the corner through
the addition of ink, even after having written further in
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Tefillin and Mezuzos (for the basic form of the Chaf P’shuta
is still intact. So too, in our case of a Heh with a small
Nikuda, since the basic form of the Heh is intact, it may be
corrected even in Tefillin and Mezuzos). /

10. The Pri Megaddim'® remains in doubt as to whether
the Nikuda must be drawn across from the bottom of the
right leg &% or whether it is sufficient to draw it across
from the middle of theleg -+, taking into account that the
Nikuda must be at least the height of a Yud, as previously

mentioned!’. Nevertheless, if a child reads theletter T as
a Heh, it is Kosher!®,
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The Letter
Vav

1. The head of the Vav should be
short, i.e., not wider than one
kulmus 1 so that the letter will not
appear as a Reish 1 1
*(According to the Ari Zal one
should place a small Uketz on the
left-hand corner of the head *1 )

2. The leg should be two kulmusim long 2 and:
a) not less, lest the letter appear as a Yud 1:' yz, ;

b) not more, lest it appear as a Nun P’shuta(*) to a child
3.'I:1;henl’r"ight—hand corner of the Vav should be rounded 3
to clearly differentiate it from a Zayin 11:’ . Eventhough
a Zayin differs from a Va in that its head passes over both
sides of its leg, if the right-hand corner of the Vav is square,
there is a chance that a child may read it as a Zayin and
thereby invalidate it.

4. The left-hand side of the head should be drawn upright
4 "™ and not on aslant *Y .

5. The leg of the Vav should be:

a) drawn straight downward 5 and not be broken (or bent)
in the middle 9 ¥ .

b) It isicorrect todraw it wider on top Y and have it
gradually thin out toward the bottom 5 3] leaving the
Vav standing on a sharp point below 6 Y

6. In a case where the leg of a Vav is shortened:

a) If only the length of a Yud remains, "™ it is Possul;
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b) If it is slightly longer %a it must be shown to a child.
(See Siman 32, Se’iff 16.)

7. 1f the head of a Vav is widened so that it appears similar
to a Reish ™ , it must be shown to a child.

8. If one mistakenly writes a Daled in place of a Vay the
whole roof must be erased ™} “*} ) before the Vav may be
rewritten correctlyad::l Y . Itis possible that one would have

to erase the leg as well, similar to a case where one writes a
Daled in place of a Reish?®.

Shar Hatzion

(*) Nun P'shuta — The L'David Emes maintains that if the leg of the Vay alone is
similar to a Nun P'shuta ]I T it is Possul.
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The Letter
Zayin

1. The leg of the Zayin should be
two kulmusim long 1 and:

a) not more, lest the letter appear
as a Nun P’'shuta } 1 T to a child;

zayin ? nun

b) not less, lest it appear as a Yud
™2 ’

wayin Pyud  °

2. The head of the Zayin:
a) must be drawn over both sides(*) of the leg 2 to avoid
resemblance to a Vav;, ...
b) must be square 3 *1=T 21

correct incorrect

c¢) should have three Tagim placed on it 4.

3. The leg of the Zayin should be: ,

a) drawn straight and not be broken (or bent, similar to a
Vav — see the diagrams in letter Vav).

b) Some begin the leg narrow at its connection to the head
and gradually widen it as they draw downward until its
center point, from where they reverse the process 5 and
gradually narrow the line until it reaches a sharp point
below 6.(at end of two kulmusim).

4. If the leg of a Zayin is shortened, the same din applies as
in the case of a shortened Vav 2. It appears that one would
not be allowed to lengthen the leg of this Zayin after having
written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos because of the rule
of Shelo K’'sidran®.

Shar Hatzion

(*) Both sides — If the leg is drawn well over to the side so that the letter appears as a
small Daled T it is Possul.
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The Letter
Ches

—3 1. The two legs of the Ches
should be written as Zayinim 1
and be placed, at most, kulmus
apart from each other 2.
*(According to the Ari Zal, the
right leg should be written as a
Vav ﬁ‘ )

2. The head of the right Zayin

should be curved on its upper right-hand corner 3,
L’chatchila.

3. The two Zayinim should:

a) be connected by a high slanted roof 4.

b) have a Makel — a large Tag — placed on the left-hand
corner of the left Zayin 6 (and not over its middle ﬁ ).
4. In a case where one draws the rcof too wide: "
a) If the Ches is drawn with a slanted roof T/\T it is
Possul (if the degree of the slant is below the minimum
requirement)®, and one cannot correct it in Tefillin and

Mezuzos after having written further because of the rule of
Shelo K'sidran.

b) If the Ches is drawn according to the opinion of Rashi,
i.e., a straight line in place of a slanted roof H ,evenif the

roof is very wide T 1. it is Kosher B'di’eved.
5. If one draws a Ches as:
—two Vavim

—a Daled and a Vay [
—a Daled and a Zayin ﬁ

| e o e o e e !
-
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it is Kosher B’di’eved for in each case the appearance of the
Ches remains intact.
6. Regarding correction in the case where a Ches is drawn

as a Daled and a Vav or Zayin:
a) If the slanted roof is joined to the middle of the roof of

the Daled ® one should erase the extra length of the
Daled e

b) If the slanted roof is joined to the end of the roof of the
Daled and erasure of part of the Daled would resultin

a split letter f‘ fT the letter is Kosher?® as is.

7. The previous din (i.e., 6b) is only applicable in Tefillin

and Mezuzos, where it is prohibited to reconnect the two

sections of the Ches after having written further. However,

in a Sefer Torah, even though on Shabbos one need not take

out a new one, during the week the Ches must be

corrected?’.

8. If one draws a Ches with: .

—a Makel, without a slanted roof A

— a slanted roof, without a Makel

— neither a Makel nor a slanted roof *T'r

it is Kosher B’di’eved. Nevertheless, one should add a Makel

afterwards if possible?.

9. 1f a break develops in either leg of the Ches and only the

length of a Yud remains connected to the body of the Ches
' the letter is Kosher®. See letter Tav, number 9.

10. Ina case where the slanted roof is not connected to the

body of the Ches:

a) If the separation is not immediately recognizable T T it
is permissible to connect the two sections even in Tefillin
and Mezuzos without a problem of Shelo K ‘sidran >,

b) If the separation is immediately recognizable T T the
Ches is considered to have lost its form (and correction
afterward would be considered Shelo K’'sidran).

28
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c) If only one side* of the slanted roof is detached from the
body of the Ches, it is possible that correction woxf]d be
permitted even if the separation is immediately recognizable

TNT . See the B1 ur Halacha.

Biur Halacha

* Oneside — We explained in Siman 32, Se'iff 25 in the Bi'ur Halacha that if lh.c to.p
of the Chatoteres — slanted'roof — of the Ches is split so that the separation is
immediately recognizable the letter is Possul. This is because the letter has

been altered to look like two Zayinim and we do not say that the existence of the
Chatoteres (cven though it is split) proves that the letter is actually a Ches.

In our case, where the bottom of one side of the Chatoteres is split so that the
separation is immediately recognizable i& . on the one hand we can say that the

Ches now appears as two Zayinim and is Possul, yet on the other hand, since the

Chatoteres is not split above, we can say that the Ches maintains its basic appearance.
The din nceds further clarification.
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The Letter
Tes

1. The right head of the Tes

should be:
a) bent only slightly* inward 1

A
correct incorrect

b) curved on its right-hand
corner similar to a Vav 2.

2. The left head should be drawn
as a Zayin 3 with three Tagim
placed on it 4. A
* (According to the Matzas Shemorim, the Ari Zal requires
that the left head be drawn as a Vav '13 J)

3. The lower right-hand corner should also be curved 5 for
the Tes is composed of a Chaf and a Zayin 7 D-79-1 .
4. The above-mentioned laws do not render the letter
invalid B'di’eved, except that in a case where the right head
is overly bent inward, further clarification is required before
a decisive halachic decision can be rendered. See the Bi'ur
Halacha. ‘

5. If the right head is not at all bent inward T the letter
must be shown to a child.

a) If the child does not read it as a Tes, further clarification
is needed to determine whether it would be permissible to
correct the letter in Tefillin and Mezuzos after having
written further.

b) Even if the child does read it as a Tes, it must be corrected
afterward u . There is no problem of Shelo K’sidran for
even beforé”the correction the basic form of the Tes was
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intact.

/Note: With regard to the first case, where the child does
not call it a Tes, the Shulchan Aruch states 3 — regarding
the letter Ches — that if the Chatoteres — slanted roof — is
split above, and the split is not immediately recognizable
, even though a child will most probably read the letter
as two Zayinim, the Ches retains its appearance and may be
corrected after having written further.
The Mishna Brurah explains this ruling saying that a child is
not acquainted with a Ches of this type and even if it is
drawn exactly according to the halacha the child will read it
as two Zayinim. Therefore we cannot rely on the reading of
a child in this case.
It is possible that the same rule would apply in our case, fora
child is not accustomed to seeing a Tes without its right

head bent slightly inward and therefore correction should
be allowed after having written further. /

6. One should be careful not to make (even) a (very slight)
connection between the two heads of the Tes. The dinin a
case where the heads do touch n can be found in letter
Shin, number 11.
7. The din in a case where one draws the left head of a Tes
round instead of square, but does place Tagim on it b Jis
still in need of clarification.
/Note: The indecision in the above case stems from the
opinion*? that the Gemara’s statement that the letters of
Shatnes Gatz require three Zayinim means not that three
Tagim should be placed on the left head, but that the left
head itself should have three recognizably square corners
g and if the corners are rounded the letter is Possul
even B’di’eved?!. The question is, whether the addition of
three Tagim will help to validate the letter . /
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Biur Halacha
* Slightly — The Rishonim disagree at which point the Tes is invalidated. The Baruch

She’amar and the Eiger say when the right head touches the base of the letter m
while the Bais Yosef, L'vush and others maintain that even if the right head does not
actually reach the base it is Possul. (L'chatchila, according to all opinions,
the right head should be bent only slightly inward.)

(There is also a disagreement among the Rishonim regarding the law B'di’eved. The
Rosh, Tur and Rabenu Yeruchom maintain that it is Kosher Be'di’eved, while the Sefer
Hatrumah, Sefer Haye'erim and the Hagahos Maimonios are of the opinion that the
letter is Possul.)

In a case where the right head is actually touching the base of the Tes we must follow
the strict opinion and declare the letter Possul (for our case involves a question of
Torah law).

In a case where the right head is bent inward yet does not touch the base of the letter
(because it is very difficult to decide that the letter is Possul even B'di’eved, since the
Baruch She’amar and the Eiger both say it is Kosher). I'halacha. it is Kosher B'di"eved.
However, L'chatchila, the letter must be corrected where possible, i.e., in a Sefer
Torah. -

The method of correction is to erase a section of the Tes (including the right head) until
it loses its appearance L. . (see the note at the end of letter Shin) and
then to rewrite it correctly ,ddﬁ U Itis prohibited to recreate the appearance of
a Tes through erasing only the extra length of the right head u by the rule of
Chok Tochos. erase

If this Tes m is found in Tefillin and Mezuzos it is Kosher as is, for correction by
the above method would be Shelo K’sidran. Also, if it is found during the reading of the
Torah, one need not take out a new Sefer Torah, yet immediately afterward it must be
corrected (for the rule of Shelo K'sidran does not apply to a Sefer Torah).
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The Letter
Yud

1. The body of the Yud should be:
a) one kulmus wide 1 and not

longer, lest the letter appear as a
Reish "™ ™ .

b) drawn stralght both
horizontally and vertically 2 3
and not be slanted upward %4

incorrect

2. The top right-hand corner should be rounded 3,
L’chatchila.

3. The right leg of the Yud should be:

a) slanted toward the left 4;

b) short (max. 1 kulmus) to avoid resemblance to a Vav. In
a case of doubt 'd‘ " if a child reads it as a Vav it is
Possul. .

4. The left side of the Yud should have a small Tag*
projecting upward 5 *® and a small Uketz protruding
downward 6 .® ,the Uketz being smaller than the Tag.
5. The Uketz should be smaller than the right leg to avoid
resemblance to a Ches ©.7JV If the Uketz is drawn the same
length as the right leg and the letter appears as asmall Ches,
it is Possul.

a) Iti 1s not permissible to erase the extra length of the Uketz

nnn leaving a Kosher Yud, because of the rule of Chok
Tochos.

b) Rather, one must erase the entire Uketz* ¥ 9 and then
rewrite it correctly H ® (see note below).
/Note: L’halacha —one should follow the stricter opinion *
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which holds that the right leg must be erased as well, and
only afterward may one add the Uketz (and rewrite the right
leg)?’.

c¢) The reading of a child does not help in this case?®.

6. A Sefer Torah in which the Yudim are written as
Lamedim ‘5 is Possul. The method of correction is as
follows: .

a) If the Yudim are found in words other than Sheim
Hashem — name of G-d (which may not be erased) — they
must be completely erased and rewritten correctly (to avoid
a problem of Chok Tochos). v

b) If they are found in Sheim Hashem, the whole
parchment is voided (and must be placed in Geniza — burial
place of unusable sacred books and holy articles).

¢) (Both a) and b) refer to a case in which the Yudim only
resemble Lamedim.) However, if they are clearly similar to
Lamedim it is permissible to erase them even in Sheim
Hashem so that only the body of the Yud remains % = = 39,
and then add the legs of the Yud above and below | 94,
7. To avoid any alteration in the appearance of the Yud,
one should draw the Tag and the Uketz thin and small, for if
the former is extended too high, the Yud may appear as a
small Lamed and if the latter is drawn longer than required,
the Yud may appear as a Ches*..

8. Also, one should be careful not to omit the lower left
Uketz completely. For most Poskim rule that a Yud without
alower left Uketz is Possul, similar to a Yud without a right
leg. (Regarding a case where one wrote a Yud without a Tag,
see the Bi'ur Halacha.) Nevertheless, there is a halachic
difference between the Uketz and the right leg after having
written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos; i.e., the Uketz may
be added, while the right leg may not %

In conclusion, one should be extremely careful to include



Mishnas Sofrim 46

the left Uketz and draw it as a small dot (or slightly larger)
protruding from the body of the Yud*.

Biur Halacha

-
* Small Tag — B'di'eved (if the Yud was written without an upper Tag v ).itis
apparent from the L'vush thad it is still Kosher. However, the din needs further
clarification for the Baruch She'amar proves that according to Rabenu Tam (of whose
opinion we hold, that the Yud must be written with a lower left Uketz) the lower Uketz
and the upper Tag have the same din, in that if either one is missing, the Yud is Possul.
Also, the Rosh. the Hagahos Maimonios and the Sefer Hatrumah arc all of the opinion
that if the Yud is lacking an upper Tug it may be Possul.

Nevertheless, even if we say that Be'di'eved it is not Possul, L'chatchila, it certainly

must be corrected. (The same rule applies, yet even more so, if the Yud is written
without a lower left Uketz A9 )

Shar Hatzion

* Entire Uketz — It appears that this method of correction results in a prohibition of
Chok Tochos for according to Rashi (who maintains that the Yud is Kosher without a
lower left Uketz) crasure of the long left Uketz alone ™ 9 |, would revalidate

erase

the Yud. Even though we follow Rabeny Tam's ruling that the lower left Uketz is a
requirement this is only to be strict. (In our case, following this ruling would result in 2
leniency.) Also, since it is not conclusive **x that the halacha is according to Rabenu

Tam, we must take into account that it may be like Rashi and use the second method of
correction mentioned in the Mishnas Sofrim.
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The Letter
Chaf K’fufa

1. The upper and lower right-
hand corners of the Chaf should
be well rounded 1 so that it should

not appear as a Bais : :: .

chaf ?

2. The center hollow 2 of the
Chaf should be at least one
kulmus wide Iy

3. The left side of the Chaf, both above and below, should
be drawn straight vertically 3 g (and not slanted toward
the right or the left . o )-

4. One should be careful to draw the Chaf toits full length
(of three kulmusim, both vertically -and horizontally,
L’chatchila, i{5=9) to prevent it from appearing as a Nun
K’'fufa to a child g w J*

5. If one draws'a quilu::lre corner above or below on the
right-hand side, the Chaf is Possul. There are Poskim,
however, who maintain that if the Chaf is square above and
round below wd, it is Kosher (while if it is square below and
round above o they would agree that it is Possul). Since
this is a question of Torah law one must follow the stricter
opinion. (See number 7.)

6. Before one has written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos,
he may add ink to round off a squared Chaf. However, to
round off the corner through erasure would be prohibited
by the rule of Chok Tochos.

7. Itis possible that, in a case where a Chaf is round below
and square above wad, and a child calls it a Chaf*, one would
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be allowed to add ink to round off the upper corner even

after having written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos without
a problem of Shelo K’sidran*.

¢
Biur Halacha

* A Chaf — A Chaf P'shuta with a square corner 1 can be corrected
afterward in Tefillin and Meczuzos, for its length proves that, in fact, it is a Chqf
P'shut‘q. However, a Chaf K'fufa with a square upper corncr appears similar toa Bat's

: : . Therefore, I wrote in the Mishnas Sofrim that it is only possible thatit

may be corrected afterward.

Nevertheless, in a Shas Had'chak — time of need — the letter is Kosher (i.e.. enough to
allow correction) for it is apparent from the Re'eim and the Darkei Moshe that the
Kashrus of the bent letters is dependent on the formation of the lower right hand
corner — and in our case, the lower right hand corner is rounded as required.
Also, both Rabenu Yeruchom and the Rosh seem to say that the Kashrus is determined
by the lower right hand corner.

Therefore, in a Shas Had'chak. since the lower corner is rounded : « oifa
child reads the letter as a Chaf, it would be permitted to add ink to round off the upper

corner even in Tefillin and Mezuzos =" =

add
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The Letter
Chat P’shuta

1. The leg of the Chaf P’shuta
should be long 1 (approx. 4/,
kulmusim).

2. The roof should be:

a) short 2 (slightly less than three
kulmusim or approx. half the
length of the leg — see the Bi'ur

Halacha) to évoid similarity to a Reish ::' j)—‘

s
reish

b) not so short that a child would render the letter Possul by

reading it as a long Vav 1 3 or a Nun P’shuta.
chaf ?) vav

¢) One should not extend the roof of the Chaf P’shuta to fil!
up space at the end of a line*; here again, it may appear as a
Reish. In a case of doubt, the letter should be shown to a
child.

3. The Sofer must be very careful, at least L’chatchila, to
draw the leg twice the length of the roof” -‘ (so that it
could theoretically be bent into a Chaf K'fufa) for there are
Poskim who invalidate the letter even Be'di’eved if the leg is
less than this measurement*’. The same din applies for the
other long final letters as well i.e., the leg should be
twice the length of the roof (L chatchila).

4. 1f one finds a Chaf P’shuta which appears as a Reishin a
Sefer Torah there are two alternative methods of correction:
a) If there is room, one should lengthen the leg (until the
letter gains the appearance of a Chaf).

b) Otherwise, one must erase the whole letter and then
rewrite it.
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However, there are Poskim who disagree with this ruling
and require only the erasure of the whole leg or the whole
roof before rewriting the letter.

In any case, establishing the form of the Chaf by erasing the

roof from left to right is prohibited by the rule of Chok
Tochos.

S. The right-hand corner of the Chaf P’shuta should be

rounded 3 -] similar to a Reish (so that if it were to be bent

it would form'a ChafK’fufa -‘ -’ =) ) and not square. I

the'Chaf is drawn with a square corner, similar to a Daled
™ it is Possul. To correct it, one can either:

a) Erase the whole letter and then rewrite it; or

b) Add ink to round off the corner. This method is

permitted even after having written further in Tefillin and

Mezuzos, for even before correction, the letter had the basic

appearance of a Chaf P’shuta*s.

(In any case, rounding off the corner through erasure

is prohibited by the rule of Chok Tochos.) ‘

6. If a Chaf P’shuta with a square corner is found while

reading a Sefer Torah, one need not take out a new one, for

there are Poskim who are of the opinion that it is Kosher as

iS 49

7. A general rule in all the doubled letters is that the bent
letters o g s Tl md are to be written only at the
be mmng or 1n the middle of a word, while the final letters

Tg are to be written only at the end of a word.
If'this rule is not followed, the Parsha is Possul.

Biur Halacha

* The roof — Even though there are Poskim who maintain that the leg must be twice
the length of the roof, and otherwise the Chaf is Possul, even B’di’eved, the Derech
Hachayim, the L'vush and the Birchas Hamayim agree that this measurement is only
I'mitzva and that the letter is Possul only if the rcof is longer than the leg. Therefore,
certainly, the requirement to draw the leg twice the length of the roof is only I'mitzva.
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The Letter
[Lamed

|
»
[}
]

— .t — —— — ——

1. The Lamed is composed of a
Vav and a Chaf K'fufa
19-19-

2. The neck of the Lamed should

be written in the shape of a Vav

and have all the qualities of a Vav,

i.e., it should be:

—* g iong 1 (approx. 3 kulmusim);
b) curved on its right-hand
corner 2;

¢) square on its left-hand corner 3.

3. The base of the Lamed should be written in the shape of

a Chaf K'fufa, i.e.,

a) it should be rounded on its right-hand side 4 (both on the

upper and lower corners);

b) its bottom line should extend well inward 5.

4. Thereis a difference of opinion among the Poskim as to

how far inward the bottom lir~ should extend.

a) Some Poskim are of the opinion that it should extend as

far inward as its parallel upper line == %,

b) Others maintain that it should be bent only slightly

inward H 51, The Sofrim are accustomed to follow the

second opinion®. See the Bi'ur Halacha.

5. The Vav of the Lamed should: :

a) be drawn thinning out 6 toward its bottom point 7

(as explained in the letter Vav) until it reaches the Chaf

K'fufa.
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b) Its connection with the Chaf K’ fufa should form a square
corner 8 ,.b and not a rounded one +

c¢) be slanted upward slightly toward the left 9;.

d) have two Tagim placed on it; the one on the right 10
being slightly larger than the one on the left 11.
6. All the previous laws are L'chatchila, except that in a
case where the neck of the Lamed is drawn the size of a Yud
, there are Poskim who would invalidate the Lamed
even B'di’eved *2, Therefore, the Sofer should be very careful
to draw the neck of the Lamed the length of a Vav.
The following is a quotation from the Baruch She’amar:
“...to exclude those ignorant Sofrim who shorten the neck
of the Lamed and draw it the length of a Yud because they do
not leave enough space between lines etc., for the
Rokeyach specifically writes that one should draw on the
base of a Lamed, the equivalent of a Vay and not a Yud.”*

7. 1have seen ignorant Sofrim who err in the following two
cases:

a) After writing a Kuf F by mistake, in place of a Lamed
'\.: they first add a neck onto the Kuf so that it (its upper

half) appears as a Lamed ‘1 \Pand afterward, when the

ink dries, they erase the bottom leg (leaving the shape of a
Kosher Lamedh

b) When they etr and write a Lamed in place of a Kuf, they
first finish the leg of the Kuf HH and afterward erase
3 5

the neclecn:i': "1 =

In both cases, their method of correction is forbidden by the
rule of Chok Tochos, as in the case where one mistakenly
writes a Heh in place of a Daled (where it is forbidden to
erase the left leg of the Heh in order to create the form of a
Daled) as explained above in the letter Daled
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8. If the neck of the Lamed is written as a straight line
'3 it is Kosher only in a case of dire need, two examples of

which are:

a) The Lamed is found during the reading of the Torah on
Shabbos. '

b) The Lamed is found in Tefillin Parshios and one has no
other Tefillin (and there is no Sofer available to correct the
Lamed).

The Torah must be corrected during the week and the
Tefillin should be worn without a Bracha**.

Biur Halacha i
* Second opinion — When the Pri Mcgaddim says that if the leg of the Lamed is the
length of a Yud it is Kosher, he is apparently referring to the bottom linc of the Lamed

P and not to the curved right side L . for in the latter case the
letter does not at all appear as a Lamed.
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The Letter
_— Mem P’sucha

1. The shape of the Mem P’sucha
should resemble a Chaf and a
Var* | =) -~ TR . Therefore:

a) The top right-hand corner
should be rounded 1.

b) However, the bottom right-

hand corner should be
square(*) 2 (unlike a Chaf) without an Eikev Ta Ta..

2. The roof should be drawn: e

a) straight 3 T: and not curved p ;

b) (parallel to and) the same length as the bottom line 4.
3. The laws in both 1. and 2. are L’chatchila.

4. The left side of the Mem is referred to as the Chartum. It
should be:

a) drawn in the shape of a Vav 5.

b) slanting downward a little to the left 6 ¢m .

3. One must be careful to connect the Chartum to its roof
7 3 . This roof (which bridges the two sides of the Mem)
should L’chatchila be almost directly in line with the roof of
the right side of the Mem (and not lower ‘h ¥F 3 ). Thus,

correct ‘incorrect

there should be only a slight opening 8 between the two
sides of the Mem.

6. The leg of the Chartum should be:

a) level with the bottom of the right side* of the Mem 9;
b) drawn close to, but must not touch, the right side®® of
the Mem.

7. (Even the slightest connection between the two sides of
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the Mem renders the letter Possul, for it changes its
appearance to a Mem Stuma T Tad (because it is now closed
on all four sides*.)

The method of correction before having written further in
Tefillin and Mezuzos is explained in Siman 32, Se’iff 18.
After having written further, no correction is allowed.

8. If one did not connect the head of the Chartum tg the
roof so that the letter now appears as a Chafand a Vay 13 it
is Possul®. The rule of Shelo K’sidran prohibits correction
after having written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos*®,

Biur Halacha
* Chaf and a Vav- — If the Mem is written as a Nun and a Vav
1: - 7: (even though it is narrower than required) it is Kosher

according to all. However, L'chatchila, {'mitzva, it should be written as a Chaf and a

w112

* Right side — B’di’eved, if the Chartum is not level with the right side of the Mem

- yet a child reads it as a Mem, it may be Kosher, for it is possible that this

measurement is only required L’chatchila.

Shar Hatzion
(*) Square — See the Bi'ur Halacha in letter Nun K'fufa where we explained that in a

case where a Mem P’sucha is round on its lower right hand corner T: wecannot
conclusively rule that it is Kosher.
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The Letter
Mem Stuma

1. The upper right-hand corner
should be rounded 1 L’chatchila,
while both the lower corners
should be square 2 to prevent the
letter from appearing as a Samech
Sud 9. If it does resemble a
Samech and a child reads it as
such, it is Possul.

/Note: The Pri Megaddim writes that it is preferable to
draw all the corners square, for otherwise one could easily
come to mistake it for a Samech.

2. The roof of the Mem Stuma should extend outward to

the left the width of the head of a Vav (one kulmus — for the

Mem Stuma, like the Mem P’sucha, is composed of a Chaf

and a2 Vav Yo +/ a3 1 ). If it extends further than this
- the din is as follows:

a) B'di’eved (if this Mem is found in a word other than

Sheim Hashem — holy name of G-d) it is permissible to

erase” the extra length(*) ot the roof without a problem of

either Chok Tochos or Shelo K'sidran.

b) However, if it is found in one of the Sheimos Hashem,

erasure is prohibited, and it is Kosher as is.

c) Ifitis found during the reading of the Torah on Shabbos

one need not take out a new Sefer Torah.

Biur Halacha

* To erase — In any case, if one stretches the roof of the Mem Stuma so far to left thata
child no longer recognizes the letter it is questionable if erasing the extra length of the
letter would be permitted. Also. our case is not necessarily comparable to that of the
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letter Heh & t where erasure may be allowed, for there are some Rishonim who
maintain that the correct from of a Heh is with an extended roof.

Shar Hatzion

(°) The extra length — The Noda B'yehuda in Siman 80 says that a din which is not
found in the Talmud cannot Posel — render invalid — a letter B'di’eved. (Therefore, in
our case where the roof is over extended and the relevant din is not found in the
Talmud, it is Kosher B'dieved.) Also, the same ruling should apply here as in the letter
Heh where the left leg is drawn under the middle of the roof. (Sec the Mishnas Sofrim

in letter Heh, number 7.)
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The Letter
Nun K’fufa

1. The head of the Nun K'fufa
should be drawn similar to the
head of a Zayin 1 (i.e., it should be
one square kulmus and) should
have three Tagim placed on it 2.
2. Two precautions should be
taken to prevent the Nun from
appearing as a Bais or a Chaf.
(This problem is more likely to occur when the head of the
Nun is written as a Vav 3 )

a)_The head should not be wider than the head of a Zayin

b) The base should be extended further to the left than the
head 3 &

.
correct incorrect

3. The neck of the Nun should:

a) be extended downward from the middle of the head 4.
b) L'chatchila, be drawn a little wide and long 5 and be
slanted toward the right side 6 so that the following letter
can be written next to the head of the Nun %3 'U .

ttttt

4. The lower right-hand corner should be rounded 7

L’chatchila.

5. In acase where the head of a Nun is drawn as a Vav, i.e.,

the neck is drawn downward from the right side of the head
2

a) The Pri Megaddim leaves the din in need of

clarification* %,

b) According to the Nachalas David * it appears that this
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Nun is Kosher B’di’eved.
c) Nevertheless, even the Pri Megaddim would permit

correction in Tefillin and Mezuzos.

d) Method of correction:
(i) Erasea little from the left side of the head ) 2 3 butnot

so much as to lose the shape of the Nun J )
(ii) Then addink to the right side of the head untit it appears

as a Zayin J :.
e) Itis incorrect to add ink only to the right side of the head

without first erasing part of its left side, for this would
result in an oversized head, which L’chatchila should be
avoided as mentioned above in number 2. See the Bi'ur

Halacha.

Biur Halacha

* Clarification — Since the Pri Megaddim permits the correction of a Chaf P’shuta

which is drawn with a square corner even after having writien further in Tefillin and

Mezuzos, we can deduce that in our case :" it should certainly be permitted to

correct the Nun.

The reason for the above comparison is as follows: A Chaf K'fufa must be rounded
: according to the din of the Gemara. If it is square : ,itis considered

to have lost its appearance and is thereby Possul. In this case, accoraing to the Poskim
who are of the opinion that there is no halachic difference between a Chaf K'fufaand a
Chaf P'shuta (except for the length) for they both have the identifying name of Chaf, a
Chaf P'shuta with a square corner would also be Possul B’di’eved, having

lost its correct form. Nevertheless, the Pri Megaddim permits correction. His
reasoning is, since everyone would read the letter as a Chaf, it is considered to have kept
its basic appearance. (However, since this form of the letter does not fulfill all the
requirements of the Gemara, it must be corrected.)
Therefore, in our case, where the head of the Nun is drawn as a Vav, since there is no
source in the Gemara establishing the exact form of the letter (and everyone would
read it as a Nun), correction should certainly be allowed even after having written
further in Tefillin and Mezuzos. (See diagrammed method of correction in the Mishnas
Sofrim.) The method of correction mentioned in the Mishnas Sofrim is not considered
Chok Tochos for the letter is not made Kosher solely through erasure. Also, thereis no
problem of Shelo K'sidran for it has its fundamentally correct form as everyone would
read it as a Nun.
The Mishnas Sofrim advises the Sofer to erase only slightly from the left side of the
head of the Nun, for if he erases too much, the letter could lose its form &

possul
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and correction afterward would be considered Shelo K'sidrun. The advice to fl"'s""a;e
and then add ink is specifically given in this order for, if one corcected the I.Vun in the
reverse order, by first widening the head : , it might also lose its correct

appearance, for not everyone is familiar with a Nun of this shape, and correction
afterward would be Shelo K'sidran. .

According to the Pri Megaddim, who is of the opinion that there is no ha.lat:hlc
difference between the straight and the bent letters, it follows that a Mem'P.‘SuCh“
whose lower right-hand corner is rounded T: should be Possul even B'di’eved.

since a Mem Stuma with a rounded lower corner v‘ would certainly be Possul.
And, since they are both called Mem, the Mem P'sucha should also be Possul. Howeve;.
further clarification is required before a final halachic decision can be rendered.

Nevertheless, correction is permitted even in Tefillin and Mezuzos after having written
further, for the basic form of the Mem is intact.
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The Letter
Nun P’shuta

1. The head of the Nun P’shuta
should be drawn similar to the
head of a Zayin 1 with three
Tagim placed on it 2.

2. The leg should: |

a) be no less than four kulmusim,
inclusive of its head (the head one
. kulmus and the leg three
kulmusim || ), so that it would theoretically be possible to
bend it into a Nun K’fufa

b) (descend in the same fashion as a Zayin.)

3. If one draws a Nun P’shuta less than four kulmusim
long and a child reads it as a Zayin it is Possul.

4. In a case where one begins the leg from the (right) end of
the head and the letter appears similar to a very long Vav

61!

a) The Pri Megaddim leaves the din in need of further
clarification.

b) However, the other Acharonim® maintain that it is
Possul.
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The Letter
Samech

1. The roof of the Samech should
be straight(*) and long 1 (approx.
3 kulmusim).

2. The base should be short 2.
3. The Samech must be round on
three sides, i.e., on its upper right-
hand corner 3 and onits two lower
corners 3.

Also it must be completely closed on all four sides"o )

correct incorrect

4. L’chatchila, the roof should extend outward to the left,
the width of the head of a Vav (one kulmus) 4.

Shar Hatzion

(*) Straight — For the Samech is composed of a Chaf and a Vav

1: "1’ “1 similar to a Mem P’sucha.

However, B'di'eved. if the roof is not straight . it is Kosher.
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The Letter
~ Ayin

1. The right head of the Ayin
should be written as a Yud 1 with
its face slanting slightly upward
L’chatchila 2.

2. The body of the Ayin should
extend downward in an
approximately upright(*) position
Y

for it was drawn downward on alarge slant)&' it would be
impossjble to draw the next letter close to the head of the

Ayin Ty T y
correct incorrect

3. The left head of the Ayin should:

a) be drawn as a Zayin 4°* with three Tagtm placed on it 5.
*(According to the Ari Zai the left head of the Ayin should

be drawn as a Vav y .)

b) extend straight downward 6 (L’chatchila — Shar

Hatzion) }’ until it meets the base of the Ayin below

forrect IﬂCOI’I’CCl

its halfway point 7.

4. If either head of the Ayin touches its leg more than
required at its point of contact, so that the shape of the head
is no longer recognizable J? Y . the letter is Possul. See
letter Alef, number 7.

5. The Sofer must be careful not to connect the two heads
of the Ayin y . See the relevant din in letter Shin, number
11.

Shar Hatzion
() Approx. upright — If the right leg of the Ayin is drawn completely upright
.even B'di'eved its Kashrus is questionable®,
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The Letter
~— Peh K’tufa

R\ —1

1. L’chatchila, the upper right-
3 hand corner of the Peh should be:
a) square on its inner side I;
__5 b) almost square onits outer side
2 (i.e., at an angle of slightly more
than 909).
—% 2. From this corner and
downward the Peh should be
roundsd on its outer side 3.

3. The lower right-hand corner%ould be:

a) rounded 4 L’chatchila, on its outer side, similar to the
other bent letters (i.e., Chaf, Nun and Tzadi):

b) drawn at anangle 5, on its inner side, so that the hollow
space inside the Peh will appear as a Bais 6 E a

4. The hollow inside of the Peh should be 1!/, kulmusim in
height ~‘x|5 leaving room to connect the Vav to the body of the
Peh as required, and not elsewhere. (See number 7.)
/Note: One should be careful not to draw the Peh like those
Sofrim who, because of their inability to manoeuver the
kulmus correctly, make an Eikev outside the letter on the
right side e «o improve the shape of the Bais inside the Peh,
for this is truly a broken letter. In fact, the Peh should be
curved on its outer right-hand side (as previously mentioned),
and only inside the letter should there be the shape of a Bais.
If one cannot draw a Peh so that the inside space will apear as
a Bais with an Eikev g , he should preferably draw a Peh
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whose inside appears as a Bais without an Eikev g rather
than draw a broken let.er, for the lack of an Eikev does not
invalidate the letter, even in the letter Bais itself$*.

Two other mistakes which completely ruin the shape of the
Vav in the Peh are made by unskilled Sofrim.

a) The roof of the Peh is extended past its point of contact
with the Vav -g (see number 9).

b) The corner of the Vav is drawn square ..E instead of
rounded

S. One should place an Uketz on the left-hand

corner of the Peh 7 from which the Vay begins and extends
downward L: .

6. The head of the Vav should face inward

8 (see number 8) and its left-hand corner should be rounded
9, similar to an actual Vav,

7. If the Vav touches any point inside the Peh (however
slight the connection) other than at its required point of

contact g’ B , the letter is Possul.

8. One should be careful not to write a reverse Vav,

i.e., with its head facing toward the left °D, for even
B’di’eved it may be Possul.

9. If the Vav is connected to the middle of the roof ,
its din is similar to that of a Heh whose left leg is drawn
below the middle of its roof ™} as mentioned in letter
Heh, number 7.

10. If the Vav is not connected to the roof 'g and a child
reads it as a Peh, it is permissible to correct it even in Tefillin
and Mezuzos after having written further®’.

11. If the Vav is drawn without a head D (the letter is
Possul). See above in the letter Alef, number 7.
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-— Lhe Letter
{ Peh P’shuta

\

: 1. The top right-hand corner
| should be square 1, L’chatchila,
{2 similar to a Peh K’fufa.

E 2. The right-hand leg should be
! drawn long enough 2 (approx.
; 4'/, kulmusim) so that it would
/ theoretically be possible to bend it
into a Peh K'fufa (see letter Chaf
P’shuta, number 3).

3. Iftherightlegis only the length of a Yud below the lower
end of the Vay c\q , the Peh is Kosher B’di’eved .
Nevertheless, if this short Peh is found in a Sefer Torah, or
even in Tefillin and Mezuzos, L’chatchila, it should
certainly be corrected (by extending the leg to its required
length). There is no problem of Shelo K’sidran in this case,
for even before correction the letter is Kosher.

4. The Vav 3 and Uketz 4 of the Peh P'shuta are identical
to those of a Peh K’fufa.

S. The Sofer should be careful not to reverse the head of the
Vav outward, so that the letter will not appear as a Tav
qpehn? mn )

6. The din in the following cases is the same as for the
letter Peh K’ fufa:

~a) The Vav is not connected to the roof "_‘
b} The Vav is connected to the middle of the'roof .t'
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The Letter
Tzadi K'tuta

1. The Tzadi K'fufa is composed

of a Nun K'fufa and a Yud
[ ORS

2. The Yud should be:

a) slanted slightly upward 1

(L’chatchila — Shar Hatzion)

(and have a small Uketz placed on

it 2 ).

b) well connected to the neck of

the Tzadi 2 X

correct incacrect °

¢) The Sofer should attach the Yud to the center of the
neck of the Nun 3 and not lower down, so that theletter
will not appear as an Ayin 3 y

3. The left head of the Tzadi should be written similar to a
Zayin, i.e., the neck should extend downward from the
middle(*) of the head 4.

*(According to the Ari Zal the left head should be written as
aVav, i.e., the neck should extend downward from the right
side of thehead X . Also, theright head should be written
as a reverse Yud & ')

4. The neck of the Tzadi should be a little wide 5 and
slanted toward the right 6 so that the following letter can be
drawn close to its head. (Even though without this slant the
letters can be drawn close below, it is more important that
they be close above -‘3 -{J’ 67),

5. The base of the Teadi should, L’chatchila, extend
further to the left(*) than the two heads above®s.
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6. The lower right-hand corner should be rounded 7,
L'chatchila, similar to all the bent letters.

7. Three Tagim should be placed on the left head 8.

8. Regarding the din in a case where the Yud does not
touch the Nun R  see Siman 32, Se'iff 25.

9. In a case where either head of the Tzadi is,no longer

recognizable, i.e., it appears as a straight line X (the
letter is Possul). (See letter Alef, number 7.)

10. The Sofer should be careful not to connect the two

heads of the Tzadi R . The din in a case where 2
connection is made, can be found inletter Shin, number 11.

Shar Hatzion

(") From the middle — It appears that even the Pri Megaddim would agree (see letter.
Nun K’fufa in the Mishngs Sofrim, number 5) in a case where the left head of the Tzadi
is written as a Vav . that it is Kosher B'di"eved, for we only require that the

head of the Tzadi be recognizable a .i.e., not merely a straight line

(*) To the left — Similar to a Nun K’fufa but with one important dirference. If the base
of a Nun K'fufa is shortened the letter may appear as a Bais

' nun: ? :bais
a Chaf K'fufa mm: ?D =ehaf . whereas if the base of a Tzadi is shortened t_he
letter would retain its appearance . Therefore, I wrote in the Mishnas Sofrim
that it should extend past both heads only L'chatchila.

or



69 Mishnas Sofrim

The Letter
Tzadi P’'shuta

1. The Tzadi P’'shuta is
composed of a Yud 1 anda Nun 2
similar to a Tzadi K'fufa, the only
difference being that a Tzadi
P’shuta includes a Nun P’shuta
(and a Tzadi K’ fufa includes a Nun
K’fufa.)
*(According to the Ari Zal the left
leg should be similar to a long Vap .f and the right side
should be drawn as a reverse Yud | '.)

2. The leg of the Tzadi P’shuta should be drawn:

a) straight downward 3;

b) long enough so that it would theoretically be possible to
bend it into a Tzadi K'fufa. (See letter Chaf P’shuta, number
3.)
3. If the length of the leg below the point of connection
between the Yud and the Nun is the size of a Yud J/’ (the
letter is Kosher B'di’eved) (Pri Megaddim). However, the
Kashrus of a letter less than this length is questionable.
4. The heads of a Tzadi P’shuta should be similar to those
of a Tzadi K’fufa.

S. The din in each of the following cases is the same as for
the Tzadi K’fufa:
a) Either head of the Tzadi is not recognizable, i.e., it is
drawn as a straight line y” Y
b) The two heads touch one another F 'y

¢) The Yud is separated from the Nun T
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The Letter
Kuf

1. The roof of the Kuf should be

str%ight 1 ‘% (and not curved
).

2." A Tag should be placed on the

left-hand corner of the roof,

L’chatchila, 2.

a) It should be small so as not to

ruin the appearance of the Kuf

i.e., so thatits upper side should not appear as a Lamed

incorrect

b) For the same reason, the Ma’ase Rokeyach advises
writing the Tag slightly inward from the end of the roof "’
. (Today the Sofrim follow this advice.)

3. The bottom of the right (curved) section of the Kuf

should be well bent inward 3, similar to a Chaf K'fufa

PE“: but should be much shorter than its upper line
‘?.

4. The leg of the Kuf should:

a) be similar to, but slightly shorter than, a Nun|P’shuta.

Therefore, its head should be wide 4 (approx. 1 kulmus) and

the leg should descend as in a Nun P’shuta ¢

b) begin not more than one kulmus below the roof 5
P "™ L’chatchila, yet be far enough removed from

correct M Tincorrect
the roof so that an average-sighted person could easily see
the space between the two, while reading a Sefer Torah
which is placed on the bima — also L’chatchila.

5. The Sofer must be extremely careful not to connect the
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leg to either the roof or the right section P , and if
contact is made (the letter is Possul) for its din is similar to
that of a Heh (whose Nikuda makes contact with its roof or
right leg).

6. The leg should be drawn under the left end of the roof
89 . If it is drawn under the middle of the roof ? its din
is similar to that of an identical case in the letter Heh.
7. If the left leg is only the length of a Yud below the lower
level of the right section .,'P , the letter is Kosher.
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The Letter
Reish

1. The roof should be straight 1
L'chatchila ™= (and not curved
).

2. The upper right-hand corner
should be well rounded 2 so that

the letter will not appear as 2
Daled ™\™ ™} 7! Inacaseof

reish ? daled

doubt, a child should be asked to
read the letter.
3. The leg of the Reish should be short 3 (max..g‘kulmusim
™) to avoid resemblance to a Chaf P’shuta N -1:] .

In a case of doubt, the letter should be shown to a child.
4. The roof should be the length of a Bais (3 kulmusim)
ﬁ , to avoid resemblance toa Vay ™Y ™ Y .Inacaseof

reish ? vav

doubt, a child should be asked to read the letter.

S. If one draws the leg only the length of a Yud ™ , it is
Kosher’2 (See letter Tav, number 9.)
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The Letter
Shin

1. The Shin has three heads.

a) The face of the first (right)
head should slant slightly upward -
1 and together with its leg gives
this part of the Shin the
appearance of a Vav.

b) The face of the second (middle)
head should also slant upward 2
and have an Uketz placed on it L'chatchila 3. Its leg (is
slightly shorter than the right one and) gives this section the
appearance of a Yud.

¢) The third (left) head (with its leg) should be drawn in the
shape of a Zayin 4 with three Tagim placed above 5.
*(According to the Ari Zal the left leg should be written as a
Vav " )

2. Similarly, the left heads of all the letters of Shatnez
Gatz (see letter Gimel, number 1) should be drawn as
Zayinim.

3. The Sofer should be careful not to connect the heads of
the Shin (see number 11). :

4. The left leg should be drawn upright 6 v,
L’chatchila (and not slanted toward the right % or toward
the left (%’).

S. The right and middle legs should be drawn on a slant
toward the bottom of the leftleg 7 so that all three legs meet

below at one point 8 Y21V w .

incorrect

6. The din in a case where the middle leg does not reach the
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base of the Shin W22 is explained in Siman 32, Se'iff 25.
7. The base of the Shin should not be wide w or round

» but a sharp point, so that the whole letter stands on
one foot (see diagram above), as do the Kuf ®® andthe
Reish _! .B'di’eved, if one did draw the base wide or round
its Kashrus is questionable”,

8. A Shin which is drawn with four heads is Possul. To
correct it, one must:

a) First nullify the appearance of the Shin (which includes
erasing the fourth head and leg, as well as part of the third
leg W25,V );

b) Then recomplete it Vo ¥ . — Ifthis Shinis found in
Tefillin and Mezuzos after having written further,
correction is prohibited by the rule of Shelo K’sidran’. In
any case (even if one had not yet written further), this Shin
may not be corrected only through erasure of the extra head
(for this would constitute Chok Tochos).

9. The din in a case where there is a slight break between

one of the heads and the rest of the letter Ph-}Y is
explained in Siman 32, Se’iff 25.

10. Inacase where one of the heads touches (the body of
the Shin, ie., its leg) more than required at its point of
contact, so that the shape of the head is no longer
recognizable‘w W. . theletter is Possul. The reading of 2
child does not help in this case.

11. Any connection between the heads of the Shin, no
matter how slight, ﬁv renders it Possul. Concerning
correction:

a) Most Poskim permit erasure of this connection (evenina
Sefer Torah where the rule of Shelo K’sidran does not
apply)”>.

b) According to these Poskim, Chok Tochos does not apply
here because even for erasure the Shin maintained its
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appearance. On the other hand, the letter is considered
Possul before erasure because it lacks Mukaf G'vil. (See
section on Mukaf G'vil.) '

/Note: The previous din applies only in a case where there is
a slight connection between the heads, and the letter
remains fully recognizable. However, in a case where a
noticeable connection is made and, as aresult, the Shinis no
longer recognizable 99 . it is Possul and correction can only
be made by erasing and rewriting the Shin — before having
written further in Tefillin and Mezuzos. /

c. Since there are also many Poskim who maintain that
one must first erase a section of the Shin (as well as the
point of connection) until it is no longer recognizab}e (e.g.,
W 1Y ). and only afterward recomplete it 3, }2*
(even'if only a slight connection is made), one should only
follow the lenient opinion (see 11a.) in Tefillin and Mezuzos
after having written further, whereas in a Sefer Torah one
should always follow the strict opinion.

/Note: (In the above case — and in general, whenever a
letter must be erased until it is no longer recognizable — the
Sofer has the option to erase whichever section of the Shin
he prefers (along with the point of connection) only if *he
connection was made after the correct form of the letter had
been completed, e.g., in a case where the Shin was first
written correctly and afterward a drop of ink fell, joining
two of the heads.

However, if the two heads were joined while first writing the
Shin, that particular section of the letter (which was being
written at the time the connection was made) must be
completely erased’®. For example, if one first wrote the left
and center sections of the Shin correctly V) and while
adding the right section, he made a connection between the
middle and right heads % (altering the correct
appearance of the Shin), and then continued the leg to



Mishnas Sofrim 76

complete the Shin ¥* , the whole right section must be
erased and then rewritten correctly.) /
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The Letter
Tav

1. The roof of the Tav together

with the right leg should be

written as a Daled 1 ™Y .

2. The left leg may be drawn in

one of two ways:

a) As an inverted Vav 2 33 or

b) As a smallinverted Daled a7 .

One should follow the local

minhag.

3. Both 1. and 2. are L’chatchila.

4. The right leg should be drawn short 3 (max. 2 kulmusim
ITH) to avoid similarity to a Peh P’shuta n ? .Ina

case of doubt a child should be asked to read the letter.

S. The left leg:

a) must be connected to the roof 4;

b) should be drawn inside the Tav J¥ so that its head is in

line with the end of the roof Tﬂ and not extending past it
.ea ) . so that another letter can be written next to the Tav

both above and below Tn 1JT

incorrect

6 Similarly, the roof should ot extend past the left leg
1'! If it does, its din is similar to that of a Heh in an

equivalent case. (See letter Heh, number 7.)

7. In a case where the left leg is drawn as a small inverted

Yud 37 the Tav is Possul for it now resembles a Peh

P'shuta?.

8. In a case where the left leg is drawn as a straight line
.1V and not as an inverted Vav or Daled (the Tav is
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Possul) s,

9. In a case where a break occurs in the right leg of the Tav,
and only the length of a Yud remains connected to the roof
Tt» . the letter is Kosher”. Accordingly, if at the outset one

draws the right leg only the length of a Yud, it is Kosher,
similar to the din in the letter Heh®°.
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Relying on the
Reading of a Child

1. Any letter in which there is a doubt as to whether:

a) (It has its required length and is thereby Kosher or) it is
too short or too long and thereby Possul (for example, a Vav
or @ Chaf P’shuta in which there is a break in the leg
. j )8 —

b) It'is halachically recognizable or not —

should be shown to a child who is neither a Chochom nor a
Tipeish (see Glossary)®, and if he reads the letter correctly,
it is Kosher and no correction is required.

2. However, if it is clear to us that the letter is not
halachically recognizable, even though originally it may
have been,the reading of a child does not help, as explained
in Siman 32, Se’iff 1633,

3. In a case where there is a break in one of the straight
letters (e.g., "), the section of the letter below the break
must be covered before showing the letter to a child (so that
he will not read both parts of the letter as one, disregarding
the fact that the letter has now been broken into two).
4. Certainly, if the section below the break is not ink, but
an imprint of the old ink, everyone agrees that it must be
covered before showing the letter to a child, for he might
mistakenly include the imprint as part of the letter®®.
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Acharonim
Battim
B'di’eved
Bima

Bi'ur Halacha

Bracha
Chartum

Chatoteres
Chochom

Chok Tochos
Din

Eikev
Gemara

Geniza
Halacha
Kashrus
K'fufa
Klaf
Kosher
K’sidran

Kulmus

L’chatchila
L'mitzva

Makel

Meleches Shamayim
Meseches Chagiga
Meseches Shabbos

Mishnas Sofrim

Glossary

—rabbinical scholars from the 16th century until the present day
—leather housing of Tefillin Parshios

—after the fact; after having completed the action

—platform in synagogue on which Torah scroll is read

" —in-depth commentary on laws mentioned in Shulchan Aruch,

Mishna Berura and Mishnas Sofrim

—blessing

—left section of letter Mem P’sucha (which appears as an angled
Vav)

—slanted roof connecting the two sides of the letter Ches
—lit., wise person; here, intelligent child who is able to read words
in Ashuris script '
—creating a letter through erasure

—accepted law

—lit., heel; here, extension of letter at one point past rest of letter
—discussions and rulings of the Amoro’im (Torah sages of the 3rd
to 6th centuries) commenting on and supplementing the Mishnah
(first written, concise code of Jewish law)

—burial place of unusable holy items

—rabbinical law

—halachic validity

—bent (letter)

—parchment

—ritually fit; valid

—in order; writing of Tefillin and Mezuzos according to the order
in which they are found in the Torah

—quill; the width of a Kulmus is equivalent to the width of a line
which can be drawn from that particular quill

—at the outset; before beginning an act; if possible

—lit., for a mitzva (good deed); here, beyond the basic halachic
requirements

—large Tag

—holy work; the writing of Tefillin and Mezuzos

—a tractate of the Talmud

~—a tractate of the Talmud

Mezuza (pl. Mezuzos) —parchment scroll containing selected hand-written Torah

passages
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Mishnas Sofrim
Mukaf G'vil

N’kuda
Orach Chayim

Parsha (pl. Parshios)
Poseik

Poseil

Possul

P’shuta
Rishonim

Sefer

Sefer Torah
Se’iff

Shailas Chochom
Shaim Hashem
Shar Hatzion

Shas Had’chak
Shatnez Gatz

Shelo K'sidran

Siman

Sofer (pl. Sofrim)
Tag (pl. Tagim)
Talmud

Talmud Yerushalmi
Tefillin

Tipeish

Torah
Uketz

8?

—section of the Mishna Berura explaining how to write the letter$
of the Ashuris (biblical) script

—blank, whole parchment surrounding each letter in Torah
scrolls, Tefillin and Mezuzos

—lit.. dot; here, small left leg of the letter Heh i
—section of codified Jewish law dealing with daily religious
activities and holidays .
—selected hand-written Torah passages which comprise Tefillin
—halachic authority

—to make or declare ritually unfit or invalid

~—ritually unfit; invalid

—straight (letter)

—rabbinical scholars of the 10th to 15th centuries

—book

—Torah scroll

—paragraph

—question to an halachic authority

—name of G-d

—list of sources of halachos mentioned in the Mishna Berura and
Mishnas Sofrim

—time or case of dire need .
—Mnuemonic referring to the letters in Torah (Ashuris) script
which have three crowns placed above

—not written according to order; Torah passages, words and
letters in Tefillin and Mezuzos not written according to the order
in which they are found in the Torah

—chapter

—scribe; one who writes Torah scrolls, Tefillin and Mezuzos
—small stem or crown placed on certain letters in Torah script
—same as Gemara, see above (short for Babylonian Talmud)
—Jerusalem Talmud

—phylacteries; selected Torah passages written on parchment and
placed in leather housing and worn on the arm and the head during
the morning prayers

—lit., foolish; here, child who cannot read the letters of the
Ashuris script

—Bible, 5 Books of Moses

—small stem placed on certain letters in Torah (Ashuris) script
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